RESERVE
T H E V IN E S S O C IE T Y N E W SL E T T ER / D EC EM BER 2 018

VINES
AWARD

10%
REDUCTION
ON FEES
FOR CHILDREN
OF VINES

PRO ALLIS OPTIMUM AGERE

THE VINES SOCIETY

80th Anniversary Year

DEAR VINE

In this our 80th Anniversary Year, I
welcome you to the 2018 edition of the
Reserve.
Staying forever true to the traditional
values and ethos of Vinehall, there have
been many new developments as we
keep ahead of the changing landscape of
modern education. We will be building
on our high academic standards by
embracing an outward looking, forward
thinking programme of study that will
focus on skills-based learning in order to
fully prepare our pupils for the twentyfirst century world that awaits them.
Alongside innovations in the curriculum
for Life Skills (PSHE ), Ethic s and
Philosophy, Computer Science and
the introduc tion of STEM, we are
well underway in the planning for an

Extended Project programme in the
Humanities within the Year 7 and 8
syllabuses.

and to rustle up some friends from your
respective year groups and to make the
greatest of efforts to attend together.

I hope by now that you have all had a
chance to enjoy our new website. Not
only will the website be a convenient
source of information for Vines, but it
will be at the very centre of Vinehall’s
higher profile in the local area, nationally
and abroad. Our digital marketing
strategy will highlight our three-pronged
message of academic achievement
and innovation, outstanding nursery
provision and a modern boarding
package.

Liz and I look forward to welcoming you
all back to Vinehall, whenever you are
able. Return to re-live your schooldays
and to find your shield.

I am disappointed to repor t that
the HM’s XI weren’t quite up to the
impressive standard of the Vines’ XI this
year; however I am a new boy no more
and will be far wiser this coming July! It
is still the most wonderful of occasions
and I do hope to see you all, and many
more, out there on the square again.
When speaking with David and Sally
Chaplin and the Vines Society, we would
like to see record numbers at Vines Day
in this 80th birthday year. My challenge
goes out to those who left 10, 20, 30,
40, 50, 60 or 70 years ago to track down

With best wishes,
Joff Powis
A note from the Chairman of Governors
25 scholarships to 26 destination
schools, a significant increase in new
pupil registrations, another flawless ISI
inspection - these are achievements of
which the Vinehall community can be
very proud. As we start to refurbish the
dormitories, roll-out an innovative new
STEM curriculum and commission brand
new gas boilers, the future of Vinehall is
looking hotter than ever.
The Board of Governors
pupils, parents and staff
School for making the
exciting. It is a privilege to
the Vinehall family.

thanks the
of Vinehall
journey so
be a part of

Will Foster-Kemp

GILBART TRAVEL BURSARY
At the Annual General Meeting in 2006
the Chairman announced a proposal by
the Committee to set up a bursary in
memory of Tom and Carol Gilbart, who
came to the school in the 1940s, helped
to create the Vinehall that we know
today and were a formative influence on
generations of Vines. Tom Gilbart died in
1975 and his widow Carol sadly passed
away in 2006.
It was decided to create the Gilbart
Travel Bursary, to be awarded annually
to a Vine or Vines planning to undertake
a Gap Year project between school and
university, or after completing their
education.
Since 2007 many recipients have been
selected and have travelled throughout
the world.
Applications should be submitted by 31st
October in the year prior to the year of
travel, although late applications may be
considered, and will be examined by a
subcommittee of the Society. Applicants
should be aged under 25 years on that
date.
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K ATIE ORR

I lived with a wonderful family, who
were so kind and generous. The young
couple were only in their mid-twenties
and were both orphans themselves.
After the programme I travelled around
India for two months. We travelled all
the way up to Amritsar on the Pakistan
border and moved south down the west
coast finishing in Varkala, Kerala!

I had the most amazing time in Delhi.
I loved my work although it was very
chaotic and not like any school I have
ever been to before! I mainly taught Year
6, although there was a lot of changing
around and not much structure at the
school.
As a community of volunteers in the
programme it felt like we were part of a
worthwhile project. This was evident in
the obvious differences in the English
capabilities between the youngest and
oldest pupils.

I had a fantastic time in India. I loved the
country and the experiences gained,
despite its absolute madness.

VINES PLANNING
TO TRAVEL DURING THEIR
GAP YEAR ARE REMINDED THAT
THEY CAN APPLY TO BE CONSIDERED
FOR A GILBART TRAVEL
BURSARY TO HELP WITH
THEIR EXPENSES.

For further details please send an email to
T H E V I N E S S O C I E T Y N E W SL E T T ER / D EC EM BER 2 018

info@vinessociety.org.uk

SIR ANDREW GILBART 1950 -2018
Andrew gained a place at Trinity Hall to
read Law.
He arrived at Cambridge in 1968 and his
delight in the cut-and-thrust of debate was
met not only in Law tutorials but also in the
excitement of student politics, sparring
with Charles Clarke, later a Labour Cabinet
Minister. However, he set his sights on
joining the Bar, and after graduation
completed his studies in London alongside
Jack Straw, another future Labour Cabinet
Minister.

Andrew Gilbart was a Vinehall boy right
from the start. His mother Carol Doulton
arrived to teach at the school as a young
war widow with a son Paul, and in 1949
married an old friend, Tom Gilbart, who
joined the staff in 1951. Andrew started
life at Woodside, the Gilbarts’ white
weatherboard cottage at the bottom of
the drive, in February 1950. He was pushed
in his pram up to the school where a little
cluster of ‘baby boomer’ children soon
formed, amongst them Sally and Mary
Taylor, Andrew and his sister Marian.
He became a pupil in 1957, the year Richard
Taylor took over as Headmaster, with Tom
Gilbart and ‘Buzz’ (H. S. Bazire) as Assistant
Heads, and quickly learned that once he
stepped onto Vinehall territory he must call
his father ‘Mr Gilbart’ like the other boys
– never ‘Dad’! He was the only day boy
(Sally and Mary Taylor were day girls) and
followed all the routines of the boarding
school day, staying into the evening for
‘prep’ and attending classes on Saturday
morning, joining Cubs then Scouts on
Saturday afternoons. The only task he
wasn’t required to do was to write a letter
to his parents on Sunday mornings!
Anyone who ever sat in a class (or judicial
training seminar!) with Andrew will not
easily forget his style; bullet-headed and
bullish, he would lap up facts and dates
with relish, never hesitating to correct
others’ mistakes, always eager to join
in discussion and expound opinion.
When other boys went home to relaxed
households where newspapers were read
for cricket scores and weather forecasts,
mealtimes in the Gilbart home resounded
with arguments about the big issues of
the day: Suez, the abolition of the death
penalty, UDI in Rhodesia, the Profumo

affair. Tom Gilbart expected his children
to hold their own in debate and to the end
of his life Andrew would quote maxims and
questions he heard from his father. It was
a perfect preparation for his career as an
advocate.
In those years Vinehall had an extraordinary
teacher of Classics in ‘Buzz’, and the
cohort of boys in VIS in 1963 scored
three scholarships to Westminster. The
downside of Buzz’s excellent preparation
was that Andrew was tagged right away
for the Classical Sixth, when subjects like
History or Politics would have suited him
better. Nevertheless, in those far-off
days, it was possible to enter Cambridge
through good performance in the entrance
exam rather than starry A-Levels, and

In 1972 he was accepted for pupillage
in Manchester, and it was there that he
spent the rest of his life. As he gained
experience as a Barrister, he specialised in
planning law, his greatest triumph being
the permission for the second runway at
Manchester Airport. He was appointed
QC in 1991 and, after experience as a
Recorder, joined the Circuit Bench at
Preston in 2006. From 2008-2013 he
was very proud to serve as Recorder of
Manchester. His appointment to the High
Court had just been announced when he
was diagnosed with bowel cancer. He
attacked it with the determination and
bullishness he showed on the rugby field
at Vinehall, and managed to sit for several
periods as a High Court Judge before it
finally took him on 19 March 2018, at the
age of 68.
Andrew leaves a son, another Tom Gilbart,
also a Barrister, a daughter Ruth, a Town
Planner, and four small grandchildren. He
was married to Morag Williamson, who was
first introduced to his family at a picnic at
Vinehall, from 1979 to 1998, and to Paula
Whittell, a Solicitor, from 2003. He was
knighted as a High Court Judge in 2014.

RUPERT SWIFT 1986-2018
It is with greatest sadness that I must inform you
about the death of my brother, Rupert Swift, who
was at Vinehall from Pre-Prep until 1999. In 2007, not
long before his 21st birthday, Rupert was diagnosed
with a rare and incurable illness affecting his
heart and pulmonary system. Having maintained
an amazingly normal and full life, his condition
declined rapidly on a Sunday night and he died
in hospital on Monday afternoon, surrounded by
his family and friends. Until the very end, Rupert
lived his life with great courage, exceptional grace
and benevolence.
Rupert always lived life to the full, especially when he was at Vinehall. Of his
numerous accomplishments at Vinehall, it was being captain of the swimming
team and Head Boy in his final year that he would no doubt be most proud.
Rupert took away many close friends from his time at Vinehall (including some
who were at his bedside when he died). I also think that Vinehall did much to
shape the strength of character he exhibited throughout his life.
Edward Swift
T H E V I N E S S O C I E T Y N E W SL E T T ER / D EC EM BER 2 018
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VINESLIVES
CARIAD SILK

EVENT MANAGEMENT

My passion for event management
began when I was at Benenden School,
when I organised parties for my fellow
students. From school I went to Exeter
University where I gained a degree
in Sociology; this was followed by an
MSc in international travel and tourism
from Ox ford Brookes Univer sit y.

the LA artists. This included a private
burlesque performance by Dita Von
Teese at the Bristol City Museum and
Art Gallery. Apparently, I may have
actually met the elusive Banksy himself,
but I can’t be sure it was him of course!

pressured environment. I organise a wide
variety of events, including weddings,
wakes and christenings. These are
important milestones in people’s lives
and I like to ensure that every part of
each event exceeds expectations.
I have just started at Bristol Rovers
Football club and I look for ward
to growing their non-match day
business. The work here is varied,
with match days and a hos t of
other kinds of events going on.

In my varied career to date, I spent a year
working for Manchester City Football
Club and time on the hospitality circuit
,including Henley Royal Regatta, Royal
Ascot, the Derby, the Commonwealth
Games and the Chelsea Flower Show.

The secrec y surrounding Bank sy
was so strict that it was only on the
opening night that we were told our
client’s name. Other notable guests
that night included Massive Attack,
Hugh Fearnley-Whit tings tall and
Michael Eavis. It was a nerve-wracking
time to be managing the catering for
international stars such as Dita Von
Teese and her entourage. In preparation
for her performance I researched her
favourite Champagne via her Twitter
feed, provided a £1000-a-night luxury
loo and even furnished her dressing
room with some of my own cushions.

One of my personal highlights was
working on the Banksy exhibition opening
night in Bristol and the collaboration of

However, in this business glamour isn’t
always guaranteed and it often means
working incredibly long hours in a high-

What first attracted me to the events
business was the opportunity to use
my creativity and meet people. I love
seeing guests enjoying themselves
and receiving great feedback is
the most rewarding part of my job.

MAJOR PAUL CHISHICK

ARMY OFFICER

the Army as a career, I inadvertently found
myself going to Sandhurst for the full
course and serving with the Household
Cavalry for the past nine years.
During this time I have been a
reconnaissance troop leader, the
Regimental Intelligence Officer, worked
in multi-national headquarters for NATO
and been the Adjutant of the Household
Cavalry Mounted Regiment, leading the
Life Guards on the Queen’s Birthday
Parade.
Having read Classics at Oxford, I took
a gap year to work out what to do after
university and joined the Army Reserves as
an officer, having been part of the Officer
Training Corps at university.
While with the reserves, I was offered a tour
of Afghanistan as a Forward Air Controller
and then spent seven months in Helmand
Province coordinating air strikes from the
ground and driving around the desert in
Warrior and Scimitar armoured vehicles.
Having not originally intended to pursue
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Outside regular work, I have conducted
numerous sailing expeditions with the
Army, from the Mediterranean to the
Caribbean, and worked my way up to
becoming a Yachtmaster Offshore; I have
competed for the Army at the Cresta Run
for eight years now, and have recently
handed over as Captain of the Army team.
I am writing this from the desert, where
I am currently the Chief of Staff for the
Brigade, having helped run an exercise of
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2000 UK troops and around 200 armoured
vehicles with the Omani Army for the past
couple of months. This is the defence’s
largest overseas exercise deployment
in 15 years. I have spent the last year
planning the exercise and deployed out to
Oman in August to coordinate the arrival
of troops.
The army has never been dull and I have
moved to a different job every couple of
years. It has been a hugely varied and
challenging career, and I have thoroughly
enjoyed it so far.

DR JENNY BURGESS
“When you saw the stun gun on the
kitchen work top, did you know what it
was?” I asked.
“Not a clue,” responded my client,
shifting from foot to foot.
“When did you find out that it was a stun
gun?” I asked.
“When I tried to light my cigarette with
it,” he said.
“What happened when you tried to light
your cigarette with it?”
“Well, I obviously gave myself a shock in
the face, didn’t I?”
I left Vinehall in 1990 with absolutely no
inkling that one day I would be a Criminal
Barrister. I have no lawyers in the family.
My parents didn’t have any friends who
were lawyers. I went from Vinehall to
Sevenoaks School, after which I read
Classics at Oxford and subsequently
did an MPhil and a PhD at Birmingham.
However after a number of years teaching
in schools and at various universities, I
had met some Barristers and loved the

ALICE PRIVET T

BARRISTER

sound of what they did.
When I made the decision to change
career, I was certain that I wanted to be
a Barrister (as opposed to a Solicitor) and
I was certain that I wanted to do crime.
In short, I wanted to be in court as much
as possible. I quickly found that the skills
that I honed as a teacher served me very
well as an advocate, particularly a jury
advocate.

the initial financial strain and clinical
exhaustion is worth it for a job which is
endlessly stimulating, rewarding and,
most importantly, never ever dull.
I was told recently that I should take the
exams which would allow me to be a
Recorder (a part-time Judge). I may do
one day but what I do now is way too
much fun to give up.

The first few years were tough. First
comes the brutal competition to
get a pupillage (like a Barrister’s
apprenticeship) and then be taken on
as a tenant (ie have a permanent job).
Then follows a long slog of six-hour
round trips to the Isle of Wight to cover
mention hearings for other members of
Chambers for the grand fee of £46.50.
(It goes without saying that the cost of
travel (non-claimable, if tax-deductible)
costs somewhat more than £46.50). But

SINGER

I am now working as an opera singer.
My parents both work in opera, so in
some ways it seemed like an inevitable
transition for me. However, my sister is
doing something very different, so clearly
it doesn’t suit everyone!
I moved to Vinehall aged 9 (I think) in 1996,
because it was hard to find a local school
in Hastings with a good music department
and I was a keen musician.
It was in almost every way completely
different to the state school I’d been at
and it took some settling in - but I did.
Judith Harmer who ran the music
department during my time there, was
absolutely incredible and extremely
welcoming. She is so warm and kind, and I
was inundated with opportunity for musicmaking.
I also hugely enjoyed the chance to take
part in the school plays and musicals
which were directed by David Chaplin,
the Headmaster: a highlight was being in
South Pacific during my last year. If I hadn’t
had the chance to perform so much at
Vinehall I’m sure I never would have felt
as comfortable on stage later on.
Images of Alice performing in Hansel and
Gretel at Garsington Opera and in Xerxes
at Longborough Festival.
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VINESLIVES
JONATHAN WADE

CONT...

AIR AMBULANCE PILOT

then few jobs would answer differently to
these questions.
People look at the array of buttons,
switches and computer screens and are
suitably impressed and to be honest there
is a small part of me that likes to maintain
the mystique. Call it a massaging of one’s
ego!

“You must be really clever to fly that?”
This is a question I have had to answer
many times in my career and, to my shame,
I have rarely been entirely truthful, because
the honest answer is “no I don’t”.
Did I have to work hard to become an air
ambulance pilot? Yes certainly at times.
Did I need to apply myself? Yes, definitely.
Was it an easy career path? Not for me. But

Leaving Vinehall in 1987, I had no idea I
would be flying around the South East of
England as an air ambulance pilot 30 years
later. When I left University I realised that
perhaps I should have applied myself a
little harder to academic studies, than to
the many other distractions.
Either way, a return to some application
and focus from my schooldays led me
to entering the Royal Navy as an officer
and pilot. I had an immensely rewarding
16 years, with tours in the Middle East,
Afghanistan, Far East and finally Search

KIERAN SASSONE
RUGBY PLAYER

and Rescue in Scotland. All this prepared
me well for a new job working as an air
ambulance pilot in the South East of
England.
Comradeship, esprit de corps often
displayed in a “banter” rich environment
and long periods of monotony punctuated
by intense activity and emotion. Black
humour and shared challenges are an
everyday aspect of the job. There is
tragedy in many different guises, often
interspersed with moments of farce.
Throughout I get to fly a helicopter, work
with paramedics and doctors for whom I
have the utmost respect (they really are the
clever ones) and help the ordinary person
in our community who, often through no
fault of their own, has found themselves
seriously injured.
For the time being, flying around Kent,
Surrey and Sussex day and night is keeping
me more than happy!

CATHERINE DE BEAUMONT
(NEE ALLISON) RELOCATION AGENT
A long time ago, desperate to leave my boring deskbound job, I happily
accepted an offer from a relocation company which promised a challenging
and varied day, plus a company car! It seemed like a suitable stopgap while
I worked out what I really wanted to do.
Over 20 years later, I am still doing it, helping people find their ideal home.
Every week is different, each search brief is a new challenge and I’m definitely
not stuck behind a desk. I left the original company and started my own
firm. Today we focus on assisting global organisations moving their expat
employees to London and the Home Counties.

Kieran was referred to the Harlequins Junior
academy by Vinehall’s Mr Butler when he was
just 13.
He was accepted onto the Development Player
Programme and progressed into the Elite Player
Programme at 16 while continuing to study at
Sevenoaks School.

It’s enormously fulfilling to guide people through what can be an incredibly
stressful time; moving overseas, settling into a new home and, in many cases,
adjusting to a new culture. A large part of my role as a relocation agent is the
managing of expectations - on all sides. London property has its quirks from
six-storey townhouses with double basements to estate agent speak “bijou”
apartments barely large enough to swing a cat; and of course, gazumping
is one of the market’s more treacherous aspects.
However, I’m curious by nature and love architecture and interiors so
property sourcing satisfies both traits. Worst part of the job, apart from
London traffic? Lifts - I have been stuck in far too many.

Shortly before his IB exams Kieran was offered a
professional contract in the full-time Harlequins
Academy, which he accepted in June 2018.
Playing as a Tight Head Prop Kieran trains
alongside the first team and has played in the
Gallagher Premiership Shield matches.
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DR CHRIS DALTON
I left Vinehall at the end of the 1963
summer term, when Richard Taylor was
Headmaster. I was at Vinehall for five
years. My brother Michael, a year older
than me, was also a student there. He
left a couple of terms before me to go
to Cranbrook. In the winter holidays of
1958/59, my mother, sister, brother and I
stayed in the Taylor’s flat when they went
skiing on the Continent. This was a great
kindness as it helped my mother settle
my brother and I into the 1959 Spring
term before she returned to Nigeria to
be with my father.
I emigrated to Australia in early 1974 and
have not been back to Vinehall since
then, though occasionally have looked
at the website. I’m very pleased to see
how well the school is prospering! When
I was there, there were just under 100
boys, no science was taught, and I got a
great education in Latin (Buzz) and Maths

PUBLIC POLICY COMMENTATOR

(Mr Gilbart)! I went on to study Maths at
Sussex University.
I was recruited to Australia to work for
the Australian Government. During my
career in public policy development I
have worked at senior levels in both the
public and private sectors, receiving an
industry award for my work in promoting
the uptake of broadband services in
Australia.

academic study and an extensive career
in public policy, and apply the result in
an informed and value-added way to
environmental policy.

In my career I have had direct involvement
in major public policy developments –
first Medibank and then micro-economic
reform in the telecommunications
sector. I now find myself applying this
experience to the debate surrounding
climate change and the environment
another very topical policy issue. My aim,
as an independent commentator, is to
combine an abiding love of this Island
Continent with what I have learned from

CATCHING UP
Poppy Busuttil - Working at a
dental practice in East Sussex.
Joseph Busuttil - Working in
IT/Law in London.
James Collier - Married Steph
in 2017.
Mark Cooper - Working for
Rothschilds in Geneva.
David Cooper - Finished
his PHD while teaching at
Edinburgh.
Steve DeBeer - Graduating
from the University of York, he
lived in Denver, Colorado and
became a dual UK-US citizen
in 2010. For 21 years, he was
a teacher and theatre director
at a school. For the last seven
years, he has been Head of
School at Friends School
in Boulder, Colorado. This
summer he moved to Seattle
to become Head at Westside
School. He has two daughters,
Emma (21) and Leah (18) who
are both university students,
He would love to hear from
Vines through social media or
www.stevedebeer.com.
Emelia Dexter - Emila is taking
a double Major at McGill
University in Canada studying

History and Political Science.
Katie Enock - Living and
working in Singapore as an
underwriter in Political Risk.
Andrew Everall - Graduated
from Oxford and is applying
for PHDs.
Elizabeth Everall - Had a baby
boy in 2018.
Peter Everall - A ssistant
manag e r at Maje s tic in
Dulwich.

in its boys virtues that have
carried us through life and
enabled us to achieve our
maximum potential.
I look back on my days at
Vinehall as the happiest
days of my life and take
this opportunity of wishing
everybody associated with the
school both past and present
good fortune and luck for the
future”.

Julia Fairbairn - Welcomed
a second child in 2018.Paul
Fairbairn - Welcomed his
second daughter in 2017.

Katherine Pelton - Working as
a Planning Policy Officer for
the London Legacy project.

George Furber - Got married
in 2017.

William Pelton - Completed his
PHD and has set up his own
company.

Sam Gilbart - Working at the
British Embassy in Buenos
Aires.
Nigel Hamley - Living in
Australia, he also turned 80 this
year and toasted the School in
joint celebration.
Having entered Vinehall in
1947 he says that he “enjoyed
the best upbringing and
development. It was a
marvellous school that instilled

Natasha Rosenfeld t - Is
currently working on her tenth
novel. In 2018, her romantic
comedy Accidental Tryst hit
the USA Today Bestsellers list.
She is currently living and
writing in Atlanta, USA and is
married with two boys.

Spends time as a ski instructor
including instructing members
of the European Division of the
US National Ski Patrol.
Christo Smallwood - is living
in Cambridge and works for
ARM designing computer
processors .
Poppy Smallwood - Poppy
has star ted a Masters in
Opera singing at the Royal
Northern College of Music in
Manchester.
Jamie Stork - Works as a
Political Risk Broker in London.
Freddie Stork - Finishing his
degree in Edinburgh.
Joanna Suthers -Living in
Gloucester but in 2018 spent
some time lecturing in Talin,
Estonia.
Michael Suthers - Recently
became a father to a little boy.
Richard Willing - Recently
married.

Nick Sloane - Nick got married
to Alice Hanakova in March
this year in Australia, and they
live happily in Switzerland.
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NEWS

RWANDA AID
school kitchen garden projects enabling
schools to feed their children midday –
hungry children don’t learn well – and
we are also looking to introduce a dairy
goat programme. Most poor people do
not have the wherewithal to look after
a cow, but a goat is a different matter.
Another plan is to work with our districts
to develop the care and inclusion of young
people living with disability in their homes,
schools, workplace and community.
We want to stay small and lean. We have
a fantastic army of volunteers and very
low overheads in UK. We do not employ
a professional fundraiser and, if possible,
we would prefer not to.
Sally, who claims to know about these
things, tells me that the gestation period
for an African elephant is 21 months, which
is the longest recorded for any animal in
the world. Rwanda Aid’s was longer than
that.

“I can’t take it unless it’s stamped.”
So off I went to have a stamp made and
stamp “Rwanda Aid” on every page. I was
not clear as to why this would enhance the
quality of the booklet, but ours was not to
reason why.

The baby was probably conceived
sometime during 2003 when I realised that
here, in the little corner of the world where
I had found myself by chance, there was
acute poverty and suffering that needed
to be addressed.

I presented the stamped edition the next
day. Again, the official looked at it and
shook his head.
“Wrong binding.”
“You mean you are going to send us all
home because our registration documents
have the wrong binding?”
“Yes. We didn’t ask you to come here and
if you want to work here you have to follow
our rules.”

However, it was not until 2008 that the
birth took place, and what a difficult
birth it proved to be. Having little or no
experience of these things I thought it
would be merely a matter of popping
into the appropriate ministry and filling
in a form. Not a bit of it. There was first a
good deal of waiting and pacing. When
the man with the key eventually appeared,
he produced a lengthy list of extremely
complicated and detailed requirements
including let ters of introduc tion,
memoranda of understanding, articles
of association, accounts, budgets and a
complete set of my school reports.
I was tempted to argue, but there was
something about the man that suggested
this would be unwise. Instead I accepted
that they had to be sure that we were not
some fly-by-night organisation and went
off to do my homework.
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I was annoyed and frustrated at the
time, but I do now think that this was an
important lesson to learn. We have no
right to march into a strange country with
our own agenda dictating our own terms.
Much better to sit down with the local
community, and with the government at
local and national level, to identify the
most pressing problems and then to try
to find neat and effective solutions to
those problems. If then the community
and the government adopt and run with
those solutions there is no better way of
gaining reach and sustaining them in the
longer term.

It took me several months to complete the
process. Then I think I made the mistake of
returning to the office a shade triumphant.
“There we are!” I exclaimed, planting the
booklet on the counter.

This has become our mantra, and it is really
encouraging to see the government rolling
out “our” farm training and teacher mentor
training programmes, and investing heavily
in our street children project. We can
honestly claim that we are now helping to
bring benefit to hundreds of thousands
of people.

The official looked at it and, without even
opening it, shook his head and declared
that it was no good.
“What’s wrong?” I asked, in horror.
“Not stamped.”
“We don’t have a stamp.”

And this has been achieved on a relatively
modest budget. We spend about £300 000
per year. We have no ambition to grow. So
long as we are piloting neat and effective
solutions which are being replicated, there
is no need to spend more. Our latest is a
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Instead we have you, a wonderful family of
supporters. The things you do for Rwanda
Aid are amazing. You have jumped out of
planes, sailed round the world, sold cakes,
packed cards, organised concerts, run and
walked marathons, climbed mountains and
dug deep. Time and again I am touched
by your generosity: a few years ago I gave
a presentation at Vinehall. At the end the
then headmaster, Mr Follett, had some
school business which included presenting
a match ball to a little boy who had scored
a hat-trick. At the end of the assembly the
boy came up to me, handed me the ball
and asked me to take it out for the children
in Rwanda.
So as we celebrate the tenth birthday of
our wonderful child, I want to thank you for
all that you have done. We enter the next
decade full of enthusiasm and knowing
there are still challenges to be met. We
very much hope that you will want to
continue on the journey with us. Above
all we want to ensure that the projects
which we have initiated are embedded
in the community and supported by the
government, because that way, when we
do eventually leave, we shall know that we
will be leaving behind something good
and positive and lasting.
David Chaplin and the Rwanda Aid team

MEMORIES
PAUL DOULTON
Paul Doulton is one of four generations of Vines: Carol Doulton and Tom Gilbart, Paul Doulton and Andrew Gilbart, Daniel Doulton,
Theo and Siena Barry-Taylor (Maria Doulton´s children). Currently living in Mexico, we were delighted to welcome Paul back to
Vinehall for our 80th Anniversary Ball in October.
Paul has written an extensive piece on his life here and the path it set him upon.
January 1946 was a hard time for everyone – the harshest winter ever, little or no fuel or electricity and food shortages. However,
this was the beginning of a new life for Carol Doulton, a young American widow whose fighter pilot husband Michael had been
killed in action in the last days of the Battle of Britain. Carol was invited by John Jacoby to teach English and English history at
Vinehall. With her was Paul, her 5 year old, who started right then as a boarder, until he left for Westminster in 1954. Not many
Vinehall students run the full eight years, and as a boarder.
Notwithstanding the miserable weather, nobody could have derived quite so much benefit and indeed happiness from Vinehall as
I did. Before leaving the Jacoby headmastership, I must mention his extraordinarily talented son Robert, a gifted violinist and my
closest friend, whose example gave me the passion for music that has carried me through to my late seventies. Robert became
the leading violinist for many prestigious orchestras. We were so lucky to have music teachers to ensure that this privilege would
carry us through – Gay Vincent, Margaret Channel and Vaune Ling.
Now to the other changes, all for the better. First was Tom
Stuart Menteath´s appointment as Headmaster, joined by
Richard and Pat Taylor and their new baby, Sally (my oldest
friend), alongside Ruth Waterfall, Joan Palethorpe, Nan
Hicks, John Heymans, Winnie Greenwood, Pop Reynolds,
Bill Cruikshank, Tom Webster, Horst, Miss Dinnerman, Sister
Hutch – I could go on but few are old enough to remember this
remarkable team. Better still for me was my mother marrying
Tom Gilbart, who joined Vinehall later, and they became the
parents of Andrew and Marian. Andrew, recently deceased,
rose to the top of his profession as a QC, High Court Judge
and the champion for fairness through the realm. Much has
been written about Tom Gilbart; we can also express our
deep gratitude to Buzz who propelled us far ahead of our
contemporaries for classics at public school, mini cricket bats
in our pockets. Buzz and newer staff such as Owen Harris gave
me the language basis that has been my whole life.
All the wonderful activities like scouts, rugby, cricket, tennis,
football, swimming, the gulley, theatre, choir, concerts, music
lessons, carpentry, gardening, sports day, bonfire night,
school plays, were run by the staff for our great enjoyment.
In my time, Vinehall was a boys´ boarding school, with no girls
and no day students. I left Vinehall with a legacy that all my
peers took with them, but which few other schools ever could
claim – a deep sense of values and helping our fellow creatures
and community and a compulsive need, in my own case, to
sing my heart out in choirs for the rest of my life.

Click here for the remainder of Paul’s article
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FAREWELLS

GEOFFREY WHITEHEAD
Geoffrey Whitehead came to Vinehall as his first job in 1983 and has stayed ever
since, completing thirty-five years’ service at Vinehall. Educated at Rossall School
on the Irish Sea coast in Lancashire, he moved south to read law at Christ Church,
Oxford, but decided when at the College of Law at Guildford that a life in law was
not for him.
Having spotted a very small advertisement in the Times Educational Supplement
for a history teacher at Vinehall, he decided to apply and came for interview on a
beautiful day in May when the school grounds were looking magnificent. He decided
that East Sussex was a suitable place to settle and fortunately David Chaplin offered
him the job. Thereafter his fate was sealed!
His handover for the job consisted of six handwritten sides of notes provided by his
predecessor and on arrival he set about getting history back to the top. Life as a
new teacher was not always easy, but after a rocky start he settled in and combined
life as Assistant Housemaster with his teaching duties. It became apparent that a
person who took football whilst wearing green wellingtons might not be perfectly
suited to assisting in games coaching, but David Chaplin found plenty of other
things to keep him occupied!
AGW rapidly organised a flourishing history club which had weekly outings on Saturdays and regular longer visits to everywhere
from Bath to Hadrian’s Wall and from Oxford to York. Along with Dr John Burgess he also went on regular trips to Italy and
Greece.
AGW has always been very proud of the achievements of his pupils and has, like most teachers, been as delighted with less
confident historians who have achieved more than they ever thought they could, as with the history scholars. Nevertheless,
it has been a great pleasure to have had three winners of the coveted Townsend-History Competition (Harry Smith, James
Mannion and Sam Gilbert), two of whom, by coincidence are his godsons! He has encouraged generations of Vines to take
the subject to much higher levels and many have gone on to read History at university.
The establishment of the Vinehall concerts has been another contribution that AGW has made to Vinehall;and the series,
approaching its 30th Anniversary, have attracted some of the brightest talents to East Sussex and provide enormous pleasure
to many local music lovers.
On David Chaplin’s retirement AGW took over as Director of Studies for one year before becoming Deputy Head to both Julie
Robinson and then Richard Follett. Prior to Richard’s arrival he was Acting Head at an important time for the school and was
able to be on hand when Bodiam Manor closed and oversaw the arrival of several new pupils from that school.
AGW was able to step back from being Deputy Head for his last two years and enjoyed getting back into the classroom.
However, he is looking forward to retirement but is keen to maintain his connections with the school by running the Vinehall
Concerts and also through his work with the Vines.

Geoffrey with his last 7W including Jamie Goodman’s son.

10

T H E V I N E S S O C I E T Y N E W SL E T T ER / D EC EM BER 2 018

ALISON SKILLBECK
Twenty years ago, Alison, her then husband Jeremy Marris and their two sons, Sandy
and Calum, arrived at Vinehall to find a very different workplace from the one they had
recently left - an international school in Brazil of over a thousand pupils, surrounded by
concrete, high fences, armed guards and in the fourth most populated city in the world.
Exciting though that experience had been, coming to a thriving English prep school
surrounded by acres of grass and trees and the rolling countryside of the Sussex Weald,
was a welcome move. Nonetheless, being houseparents as well as teachers, with a large
boarding house to run and of course their own two children to look after, was no easy
feat. But Sally and David Chaplin, realising it would only work if it worked for the whole
family, took great care to ensure that it could. After nine years in the boarding house,
the Head of RS positionbecame vacant, which allowed Allison to move out of Vinehall
and, at last, having the chance of some kind of social life, she met Peter Skilbeck, the
man she was later to marry.
Having previously taught mainly English as well as Junior RS and French amongst other subjects, Alison took on the running of
the RS department with glee, relishing the chance to concentrate on a subject that had changed almost beyond recognition
since her own school days when learning long Bible passages by heart was commonly meted out as a punishment. She has
made a point of encouraging debate in her lessons, teaching the children to listen to others’ ideas with respect and openness
while at the same time questioning opinions, thinking for themselves and making up their own minds - but always being willing
to expand their view of the world by listening to others.
Over the years she has had many additional roles. She has been a member of Vinehall’s Strategic Leadership Team; co-led
classics trips in the school holidays to Greece, Istanbul, Rome, Pompeii and Sicily; been in charge of safeguarding in the school;
overseen the Leavers’ Service as well as the readers for events such as the Carol Service; and she co-ordinated and led school
assemblies for several years. Being a ‘listening ear’ for pupils has always been important to her and, after she had trained to
teach mindfulness, she found it a useful way to help some of them to cope more skilfully with the worries and challenges that
are an inevitable part of growing up.
In Alison’s boarding days, the Head at the time, Julie Robinson, was supportive of her idea that enrolling on a counselling
course might be useful to her role as Housemistress - so it is perhaps not surprising that as Alison has developed these skills
over the intervening years she has been drawn to counselling as a profession. She became part-time two years ago in order
to train in London and she is leaving Vinehall to devote the necessary time to the challenging final year of her course.

TESSA RICHARDSON
Tessa arrived as a newly qualified teacher in September 1984. She remembers coming
for her interview with David Chaplin in a borrowed suit. She felt rather daunted and there
were lots of imposing shields on the walls. However, before the day was over it felt like fate
had intervened and she had found a place where she fitted.
In those days teachers had to complete a probationary year in the state sector which she
did, with her mother joining Vinehall in her place. A chance meeting with Mrs Chaplin in
Sainsbury’s, persuaded Tessa to return to Vinehall with the promise of the splendid new
art room. She actually spent most of her teaching time in a potting shed known as The
Melon Garden Annex!
Following the birth of her two sons, she returned to teach the Reception class at Vinehall
and in 2000 studied for an MA in Early Years Education; her dissertation was about
developing independence, including independent thought. It was also a time of change in education which accelerated her
interest in leadership and development planning. She was given the opportunity to head the Early Years, which she then extended
into the role of Head of Pre-Prep and the policy writing has never stopped!
Good teaching doesn’t happen by accident and Tessa continues to strive for quality provision; you need only look at the Early
Years plays, the writing at the end of KS1 and the magical musical experiences that the children enjoy. It is all down to her team’s
hard, yet worthwhile, work. She has always found it rewarding supporting children who need it the most. It requires a fun, creative
and responsive approach to engage and inspire children who find things difficult, and last year she was awarded a distinction for
her studies for a Post Graduate Certificate in Specific Learning Difficulties.
Tessa finds it wonderful to be working alongside colleagues who she once taught and teaching the children of past pupils;
however, she knows that it is a reminder that she is not as young as she thinks she is and burning the midnight oil is becoming
difficult these days, so it is a good time to move on, confident that her record numbers in Kindergarten and Nursery bode well
for the future.
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SCHOOL UPDATE
Another busy year at Vinehall has been marked by the departure of some of our longest-serving staff. Geoffrey Whitehead
retired as Head of History after 35 years at Vinehall, although he remains involved in Vinehall life through The Vines Society and
the Vinehall International Classical Concert Series. Alison Skilbeck became part-time two years ago to retrain as a counsellor
and left Vinehall after 20 years to finish her final year of study. Head of Pre-Prep Tessa Richardson handed over the reins to Vine
Emily Bidwell after many years at Vinehall.
Whilst all our departing staff leave their mark in the Vinehall tapestry, our new recruits have already had a hugely positive impact.
Paul Borrows, our Assistant Head Academic, has driven new academic changes across the whole curriculum. Our new Head of
History, Claire Bridges, has proved to be hugely popular with the children and Zeneptha de Cordova has brought an innovative
approach to our IT teaching. With a new Head of English arriving from Saint Ronan’s in the near future, we are as committed as
ever to achieving excellence through academic innovation.
Our renovation programme has continued this year, with a much needed new heating system being installed over the summer
holidays. Our maintenance team work tirelessly to redecorate and refurbish areas of the school, including the installation of new
flooring in Nursery and Kindergarten and the locker area. The Junior Library has been redecorated, had new furniture courtesy
of the FOV wish-list and new windows. The Pre-Prep gardening area has been developed with new raised beds to assist pupils’
outdoor learning.
We are very grateful to the FOV for the purchase of planters and box trees for the front drive. Together with our bench seating
and the repainting of the main school building, this has transformed the front of the school.
The new website gave us the opportunity to commission photographer Sarah Rook to capture school life over the course of the
year. As well as being used digitally, these pictures form part of our marketing literature and are making their way into frames
to be proudly displayed around the school.
Finally with Mark Harman leaving Vinehall after 25 years and over 500 editions of Vinelines, it meant we had to look again at our
format. The new style Vinelines is sent by email but the stories are held on our website.
To subscribe to our weekly newsletter please email newsletter@vinehallschool.com

VINES DAY 2018

Sunday 1st July

Another year flew past and it was time again for the annual Vines Day and fête.
The hard work of the FOV and Class Reps ensured that the sun shone and there
was plenty for the visiting Vines and families to enjoy.
As well as the fête, the Vines Day also includes a delicious (and free!) Vines’ lunch
and Head’s XI cricket match where the Vines won far too easily this year; next
year Mr Powis says he will be all the more the wiser when selecting his team!
We would love to see many more of you at this fantastic day and would like to
extend the invitation to all Vines, young and old, to return and pay us a visit. We
look forward to meeting you and your families on the 30th June 2019.
Do please contact office@vinehallschool.com to ensure we have enough cake
available.

12 T H E
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VINES INFO
SCHOL ARSHIPS 2019
Scholarships are available for children applying for entry into Years
3-7 in Academics, Sport, Art, Music and Drama/Performing Arts.
Children of Vines are also eligible for the 10% Vine discount.
We are delighted that there are 22 children of Vines currently
at Vinehall.
For more information please visit our website https://www.
vinehallschool.com/scholarships-2019/

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

DATABASE

30th June 2019 Vines Day
All Vines and their families are welcome to join us for lunch and
the annual fête.

Vine Emails
Due to GDPR regulations and a change in email systems we have
lost contact with a number of Vines. Please share this newsletter
with your peers and if you have not received this from us direct
do email hannah@vinehallschool.com to be registered.

21st November 2019 Reunion Drinks
Gresham Centre, St Anne & St Agnes Church, Gresham Street,
London, England, EC2V 7BX. All Vines and their partners are
very welcome.
Stay in touch with Vinehall life with our
facebook and twitter pages.

Parent emails
We are collating a database of emails for Vines parents. Please
do ask your parents to contact us on hannah@vinehallschool.
com to register so that they may be included in invitations to
events, such as the Summer coffee morning.

VINES VISITS Vinehall

CO-EDUCATIONAL DAY, BOARDING SCHOOL
AND NURSERY FOR CHILDREN AGED 2-13

We are always delighted to welcome our Vines back to Vinehall.
The children love to hear stories of childhoods past. If you would
like to arrange a visit and perhaps a brief talk to the children
please do contact Mary on headspa@vinehallschool.com
This year we have enjoyed visits from:
Rebe Casselden,
Rosie Kremer,
Bobby MacLean,
Steve Reeve,
Matthew Cooke,
James Roche and his wife Lizzy Yarnold who were our special
guests of honour at Speech Day 2018.

The Vinehall Express
The Vinehall Express combines the benefits of
a rural boarding education with weekends at
home with your family in London.
The Vinehall Express provides accompanied
travel between our school and the main southeastern London terminals.
Setting off to Vinehall on a Sunday evening your
children will be returned to London early on a
Friday evening.
For more information contact
admissions@vinehallschool.com
T H E V I N E S S O C I E T Y N E W SL E T T ER / D EC EM BER 2 018
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SCHOOL UPDATE

CHARITY WORK

CONT...

This year, as always, Vinehall has worked hard to support charities locally and further from home.
There are two main ways in which we support those in need. The first is through the funds raised by our parent body, the FOV.
Last year they raised over £20,000 which was split into four donation pots.
The first donation went to Rwanda Aid as part of our commitment to support ‘Vinehall House’, the boarding house that was
built by Vinehall and requires at least £3,000 a year to run.
The second FOV donation went to the ongoing “Mitchell Pavilion” fund.
Further sums were made available for the Vinehall wish list which aims to enrich our children’s lives with extras; this year those
“wishes” included Astro dividers, musical handbells, play equipment for the Pre-Prep and equipment and Netflix subscriptions
for the boarding house.
Finally the parents were asked for suggestions of local charities that would benefit from the remaining quarter of money raised.
The chosen charities were: Dragonflies, a charity that supports children affected by bereavement; Snowflakes, a charity that
looks after the homeless over the winter months; and Xtrax, a charity which helps children and young people in Hastings.
In addition to fundraising, Vinehall and the FOV supported Dom’s Food Mission with a (now annual) Christmas collection, where
parents and children brought in toiletries, treats and essentials to be gathered together and distributed to those in need in
Hastings. Our Year 8 children also learned about the work that DFM does during their Year 8 leavers’ programme. Using donated
food they cooked over 200 ready meals that were frozen and distibuted.
Our second method of charity support comes directly from the children themselves. The Children’s Charity Committee is a
group of children nominated by their forms to meet and decide who they would like to support over the year and how they would
like to do it. The committee feedback to their forms and come ‘armed’ with ideas to every meeting; Pupil Voice is very much
heard at these meetings! In September 2017 pupils asked to support a different charity each year, so that more charities were
represented. These included Macmillan Cancer Support, BLISS, Muscular Dystrophy, the RSPCA and LUMOS (J K Rowling’s charity)
and Dandelion Time. Representatives from these charities visited school to speak to the children and they were encouraged
to find out more about the work that these charities do. Pupils held various events throughout the year, including coffee and
cake mornings, non-uniform days and sponsored activities such as the boarders’ sponsored walk. The children raised nearly
£5,000 throughout the year.
In January 2018 our community was shocked and saddened by the sudden death of one of the youngest members of our school
family, Autumn Garwood (14 months). Her siblings, with much help from their friends, set about raising money and awareness
of SUDC UK (Sudden Unexplained Death in Children) and put on a fun Talent show in the Lent term. They raised over £500 with
entry fees, tickets and cakes (of course!). The children have requested to support this charity again in September 2018 as it so
very close to their hearts.
This academic year (2018-2019) the Charity Committee have voted to do things differently! They have chosen only three charities
to support for the whole year, SUDC UK, Macmillan Cancer Support and the Red Cross Disaster relief. Work has already begun
to raise awareness of these charities with a PJ and Onesie day, a cinema night, an Evacuee day and a coffee morning, which
raised a total of £1,500. Years 5 and 6 will be researching these charities in Life Skills and finding ways in which they can get more
personally involved; we are also looking at ways that the children can be more socially responsible by inviting people to join us at
Vinehall from local care homes. We want our children to be the epitome of our motto, doing their best for the benefit of others.
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THE VINES SOCIETY
Dear Vines,
This has been a year of anniversaries
for The Vines Society, as reported by
Chairman Peter Pragnell to the Annual
General Meeting on Vines Day 2018,
as the school celebrated 80 years
of educating Vines and the Society
completed 60 years of keeping them in
touch with their friends and events at the
school. New Headmaster Jonathan ‘Joff’
Powis has completed his first year and
is guiding the school with skill into the
future, with his wife Liz and four sons,
Freddy, Henry, Charlie and Arthur.
Peter Pragnell also had to report the sad
news that three Vines had passed away
in the past year, Michael Bell, Glen Swire
and Andrew Gilbart. Each of them made
a particular contribution to Vinehall, two
serving as Governors. The Committee
is looking at ways to mark their passing
with a suitable memorial.
All Vinehall leavers now automatically
become members of the Society, but we
are also anxious to stay in touch with all

former pupils. For this we need up-todate postal and email addresses and,
as noted elsewhere, specific consent
to contact you under the new data
protection regulations.
Another indicator of the value of the
Vinehall “family” is the growing number
of members of staff who have completed
ten years’ service and become eligible
for honorary membership of the Society,
now more than 100.
In the keenly-fought battle that is the
annual cricket match between the Vines
and the Headmaster’s XI, we were again
successful at the end of an exciting
match on Vines Day 2018, winning The
President’s Cup. We hope to repeat that
next year! Joff Powis thinks otherwise!
Unchanged are the Society’s aims to
promote good fellowship among Vines
and to maintain links with old friends,
teachers and past pupils of the School.
We do this by getting together each
year on Vines Day and we hope you will
be able to join us in 2019 on Sunday

30th June, when it will be the 60th such
occasion. From time to time we arrange
reunions of Vines, most recently in
London this November, when Vines
and their guests came together with
staff to share reminiscences, renew
old friendships and forge new ones. By
keeping in touch you can make sure that
you will receive news of such events. A
little earlier in September the Friends
of Vinehall arranged a splendid 80th
Anniversary Ball at the school, which was
a great success.
Online the Society has a webpage at
www.vinessociety.org.uk with links to the
Vines’ pages on the school’s website.
These will be kept updated with the
latest news for Vines.
Best wishes from The Vines Society
Committee.
Malcolm Gordon
Hon. Secretary

info@vinessociety.org.uk

M O R E EM A IL SU BSCR IBERS NEED ED!
Dear Vines
Keeping in touch with the large Vines
S o c iet y m e m b e r s hi p by p o s t ha s
become an expensive and onerous
task. Consequently we have decided
that all future communications with
V ine s will be by email, w hic h will
ensure that those moving from school
to university or travelling or working
abroad can remain in touch. More than
900 Vines have already provided their
email addresses, but we need more
please!
To ensure you keep up to date with
Vines information, please send an
email to info@ vine s societ y.org.uk
with the subject “Mailing” confirming
the following data and that you are
willing to be contacted for all Vinehall
purposes;
• full name whilst at Vinehall (and now,
if different);
• year of leaving;
• postal address; and
• email address.

Vinehall
CO-EDUCATIONAL DAY, BOARDING SCHOOL
AND NURSERY FOR CHILDREN AGED 2-13.

If you have supplied your email address
in the past by a dif ferent method,
please do so again, as this will ensure
that it reaches the same database
as the rest. Under the General Data
Protection Regulation, implemented in
May 2018, it is essential that we have
your specific consent for us to contact
you. Please respond to any request to
confirm this.
Please also advise any change in your
email addres s or mailing s will go
astray.

with your old friends from school, as
we come to the end of the anniversary
year of 80 years for the school and 60
years for the Society.
‘Lost’ Vines
There are a substantial number of
Vines with whom we are no longer in
touch, because they haven’t advised
a change of address or email. If you
have friends who haven’t heard from
us recently, please encourage them to
update their records by emailing us as
above, or writing to the Society, care
of the School.

I a m ve r y g r a te f ul to M r s L o r na
Lambourne and Mrs. Hannah Sassone,
who assemble all your news and keep
the database up to date.

I very much look forward to catching
up with your news.

Vines Day 2019
We are hoping that Vines Day 2019
will be another good opportunity for
Vines of all ages to get together, and
it will be the 60th such occasion. So
if you haven’t been back for a while,
2019 would be a good time to catch up

December 2018

Yours sincerely
Malcolm Gordon
Hon. Secretary

The Vines Society
Vinehall School
Robertsbridge
East Sussex TN32 5JL
Telephone: 01580 880413
www.vinehallschool.com
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PRO ALLIS OPTIMUM AGERE

THE VINES SOCIETY

